4                    How to know the Indian Waders

For though I shall retain the scientific names and the
families given in the Fauna of British India (Vol. IV), I
shall not adhere to the order foljowed in that admirable
work, my object being to furnish a ready guide to identi-
fication for the benefit of people unacquainted with orni-
thology.

And for this reason I shall commence with the hard-
billed perching waders, which bring up their young in nests.
Most of them are always with us, for few leave India alto-
gether, though they may change their quarters with the
seasons in order to be near a sufficient supply of water.
They are also, from their size and striking colours, more
conspicuous than the others, and though few of them are
usually eaten, some of them are not altogether despised as
table birds and deserve to be better known.

With regard to the distinctions of the various families of
this section inter se> these are not at all difficult with ordi-
nary observation.

The Spoonbill (Plataleida) is at once distinguished by its
spoon-shaped beak.

The Ibises (Ibididce] have long slender beaks, gently
curved downwards throughout.

The Herons and Storks have straight beaks (except the
Painted Stork, whose.beak is only curved towards the tip),
but they are not hard to tell apart.

The Herons (Ardeidte) have their nostrils situated at
the end of a groove which runs down the beak nearly to
the tip ; and their two outer front toes only are webbed at
the base.

The Storks (Ciconiida) have not grooved beaks, and
all the front toes are joined by a web at the base.